
W ORK  SHOP #7: 
 COSMOLOGICAL GARDENS: 

Land, Cultivation, and Care 
October 16 - November 7, 2020 on ZOOM        
An intensive workshop for artists, designers, and 
interdisciplinary researchers by the  
Center for Arts, Design, and Social Research. 

Cosmological Gardens: Land, Cultivation, and Care is an 
online seminar on the meaning and  future of gardens as 
spaces of social experimentation and radical imagining. 
This seminar is the first in an ongoing series of workshops 
and projects by the Center for Arts, Design, and Social 
Research (CAD+SR)  in partnership with the Associazione 
Culturale Matilde Pianciani, Spoleto, Italy.     

Over four successive Fridays and Saturdays in October-
November 2020, a globally diverse group of  activists, 
artists, agronomists, farmers and scholars will meet online 
to engage a range of concepts  related to agroecological 
practices, including soil and land, care pedagogies, and 
herb and seed  heritages. We will discuss community 
initiatives informed by transdisciplinary agricultural 
thinking, including a wide range of Indigenous knowledge 
and other structures of social cooperation and production. 
These conversations will redefine gardens, growing, and 
growth through broadly sustainable processes that involve 
both human and non-human entities. We will consider 
racial and environmental justice as ontological and 
political projects.   

Presentations and discussions will be led by curator, artist 
and theorist, Pelin Tan, CAD+SR Senior Research Fellow; 
and Luigi Coppola; Elizabeth Hoover; Otobong Nkanga; Ou 
Ning; Maria Puig-de-la-Bellacassa; Vivien Sansour; and 
facilitated by CAD+SR’s research staff, Chris Bratton, Dr. 
Dalida María Benfield, and Mary Ellen Strom.   

Cosmological Gardens: Land, Cultivation, and Care will 
meet online October 17-18; October 23-24; October 
30-31; and November 6-7, 2020. Each session will be 
held at 15:00-16:30 UTC.

Cost: $100. Scholarships available. Independent study 
credits available pending student's institution approval. 
Register at: https://bit.ly/32HTXIc
Apply for a scholarship at: https://
forms.gle/7srEEiXoAgFbVxLs8

Workshop Schedule: 

ENTANGLED THINGS AND 

CARE: LAND AND SEED, 
Oct. 16-17:

Land, most obviously those 
areas that have a long history of 
heavy extraction, appears as the 
“natural” infrastructure of 
capitalist and racist 
exploitation. However, 
alternative and decolonial 
practices can emancipate land 
throuh an understanding of the 
relations of humans and non-
humans as entangled. 

INDIGENOUS 
COSMOLOGIES AND 
DECOLONIAL 
ENVIRONMENTALISM, Oct. 
23 - 24: 

Indigenous cosmologies include 
meanings, values, and rituals 
that define worlds long-
preceding colonialism, that 
oppose and challenge its 
persistence, and point to 
alternative, decolonized futures. 

ent.  

CULTIVATION AND 
HERITAGE, Oct. 30-31 

The vulnerable earth has many 
zones of conflict and territories 
of violence and trauma. This 
session focuses on the intangible 
power of cultivation through 
such things as heritage and 
earthy artifacts. 

CASE STUDIES: 
COOPERATIVES AND FOOD 
SOVEREIGNTY, Nov. 6 - 7

In recent years, rural cooperatives 
not only supported local food 
production, but also provided 
new forms of solidarity between 
communities against the 
agricultural policies of states and 
private companies. Food 
sovereignty here is understood as 
a unification of struggles. 
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