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Symposium “Learning/Doing/Thinking: Educating Architects in the 21st Century” brings together  
scholars, educators, architects, and administrators to evaluate inherited models, discuss current 
trends, and speculate about future challenges of architectural education. Acknowledging that 
architectural education exists at the crossroads of disciplinary, technological, social changes, the 
symposium will explore questions in a manner that are historical, theoretical, and critical nature: 
What are the major historical models and formats of educational methods? How have disciplinary 
shifts changed architectural education at various historical moments? What is the ideal balance 
between critical thinking and learning essential skills and information for practice? 
 
Fertile institutional settings will be explored along with pioneering educators and their methods. 
Special attention will be paid to alternative platforms and settings for architectural education, as 
well as key paradigm changes in how architecture is thought about, taught, and practiced. While 
the main focus will be on contemporary and 20th century developments, 19th century foundations 
will also be addressed.  
 
Thursday April 14. 
 
6:30pm: Lecture: Bob Stern, “100 years of Architecture Education at Yale” 
 
Reception 
 
Dinner 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday, April 15. 
 
Friday 9:30 am 
 
Gallery tour of Architecture of Architecture School exhibition 
Jimmy Stamp 
 
Friday 10:30 am 
 
Contemporary Educators in Dialogue 
 
Discussion and presentation session with contemporary educators who use teaching as a 
laboratory for architectural ideas and intellectual positions. (location: Architecture Gallery)  
 
Moderator:  Bradley Horn (CCNY) 
 
Participants: Pier Vittorio Aureli (Yale), Rania Ghosn (MIT), Robert Somol (University of 
Illinois/Chicago), Mabel Wilson (Columbia), Liam Young (AA)  
 



 
Friday 12:15 Lunch for participants  
 
Friday, 1:45 pm 
 
Introduction by Eeva-Liisa Pelkonen (Yale) and Surry Schlabbs [Yale] 
 
Friday 2:00-3:45 pm  
 
Panel I: Dominant Models and Institutional Frameworks in Flux 
 
This session sets up the historical framework for architectural education by revisiting dominant 
educational models and institutional settings for architectural education and their international 
dissemination and change through time and place, including through their own teaching. 
 

Moderator: Alan Plattus (Yale) 
 

1. Ecole des Beaux-Arts: Barry Bergdoll (Columbia) 
2. Polytechnic: Antoine Picon (Harvard) 
3. Bauhaus: Lara Shrijver (Antverpen) 

 
 

Friday 4:00 -6:00  
 
Panel II: Innovative Platforms and Alternative Settings 
 
The second panel looks into innovative models of architectural education, both old and new. 
 

Moderator: Anya Bokov [Yale]  
 
1. The Master Class: Martino Stierli (MoMA) 
2. The Think Thank: Kim Foerster (ETH) 
3. The “Hub”: Nikolaus Hirsch (Independent educator, curator, and educator)  

 
 
Friday 6:30pm 
 
Keynote Speech: Anthony Vidler: “Architecture in an Expanded Field” 
 
 
Reception 
 
Dinner 
 
Saturday, April 16. 
 
Saturday 9:00-10:30 am 
 
Panel III: Paradigm Shifts 
 



What do we teach when we teach architecture? This panel will look into major paradigm shifts 
that changed the way architecture was both thought and taught. 
  
 Moderator: Marta Caldeira (Yale) 

 
1. Urban Turn –Tom Avermaete (Delft) 
2. Environmental Turn – Daniel Barber (UPenn)  
3. Theory Turn – Mark Jarzombek (MIT) 

 
Saturday 10:30 am -12:30 pm 
 
Panel IV: Platforms 
 
This session focuses on various platforms and educational formats that have become a staple in 
architectural education since their inception. 
 
 Moderator: Ed Mitchell (Yale) 
 

1. Design-Build: Pekka Heikkinen (Aalto University) 
2. Technology: Anna Dyson (RPI) 
3. The Grand Tour: Eve Blau (Harvard) 

 
Saturday 12:30 pm Lunch 
 
Saturday 2:00-3:30 pm 
 
Session IV: Learning/Building/Thinking 
 
This session engages deans and chairs of leading institutions to engage in a discussion about the 
future of architectural education. Following questions will be asked: How does architectural 
education face new challenges; social, economic, technological, ecological? Are following 
polarities valid: formalism vs. social activism? Theory versus practice? How to educate architects 
for global careers? Relationship between academia and the profession? 
 
 Moderated by Michelle Addington 
 

Participants: Amale Andraos (Columbia), Moshen Mostafavi (Harvard), Monica Ponce 
de Leon (Princeton), Hashim Sarkis (MIT), Brett Steele (AA), Jennifer Wolch (Berkeley) 
 
 

Saturday 3:30 pm 
 
Concluding remarks: Deborah Berke (Yale) 
 
 
4:00 Reception 


